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ETHIOPIA 
MENGISTU ADDRESSES CADRE GRADUATION CEREMONY 


LD301813 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in English 1015 GMT 30 Dec 79 LD/EA 





[Text] Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam yesterday presided over a colorful gradua- 
tion ceremony of the second group of production and political cadres to have successfully 
completed 3 months of training at the Tatek military training camp. 


In his address to the 1,000 graduates, the chairman underscored the contribution of dedi- 
cated cadres and the decisive role correct political path and strong organization can 

play in advancing the revolutionary objective. Comrade Chairman Mengistu stated that at 
this juncture, when the Ethiopian revolution is more secured than ever with the establish- 
ment of the commission to organize the party of the working people of Ethiopia, there will 
no force which will question our success in establishing in the near future a democratic 
order in Ethiopia. This is the more so, he said, at a time when revolutionary Ethiopia 
enjoys the wholehearted moral and material support of communists, workers and freedom 
fighters of the world and is reinforced with the dedication of cadres within the country 
assigned in the various fields of endeavor, whose loyalty is to proletarianism and social- 
ist discipline. 


The graduation ceremony was attended by PMAC Standing Committee members; other members of 
the PMAC; ministers; commissioners; senior government officials; representatives of gov- 
ernment offices; representatives of mass organizations and other invited guests. 


RADIO REPORTS EDU MEMBER, THREE ACCOMPLICES KILLED 
LD292116 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 29 Dec 79 LD/EA 


[Text] A leading bandit, Kebede Buzunesh, who defied the popular mass revolution and 
went into hiding in the Menagesha district of Shawa region in 1974, subsequently threat- 
ening peasants’ lives and property, was liquidated together with three accomplices 
yesterday. 


Kebede Buzunesh, who was a leading member of the EDU [Ethiopian Democratic Union], was 
killed in a shoot out when he refused to surrender peacefully after being spotted in the 
house of a certain individual from the Gulet peasants’ association, in the Addisalem sub- 
district of Menagesha district. It is impossible to escape the wrath and judgment of the 
broad masses and Kebede Buzunesh had to be eliminated. Firearms, handgrenades and old 
Ethiopian currency notes were found in his possession. 


PAPER NOTES SOVIET, CUBAN INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


LD291610 (Clandestine) Voice of Western Somali and Abo Liberation Fronts in Somali to 
Western Somalia 0930 GMT 29 Dec 79 LD/EA 


[Text] The organ of the WSLF and the Somali Abo Liberation Front, DANAB, has said that 
Soviet colonialism interferes in the internal affairs of developing countries under the 
guise of f:iundship, when its aim is in fact to fulfill its hegemonistic aspirations. 

DANAB added that claims of friendship are false, since the USSR's ulterior motive is to 
plunder the wealth of the developing countries. 
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DANAB noted that in order to achieve its interests, the Soviets use modern weapons and 
mercenaries. It is a well known fact that the Russians brought tens of thousands of 
Cuban mercenaries to Western Somalia, but they have not succeeded in subduing the local 


people. 


DANAB concluded by revealing that at present there are over 37,000 Cuban mercenaries in 
Abyssinia. 


REBELS CLAIM 160 ETHIOPIAN TROOPS KILLED 
LD301614 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1227 GMT 30 Dec 79 LD 


[Text] Kuwait, 30 Dec--The Eritrean rebels today announced the killing of over 160 Ethiopian 
soldiers and the seizure of military hardware in two battles which took place in Eritrea 2 
days ago. 


A statement issued by the Eritrean Liberation Front's office in Kuwait says that the first 
battle took place in Hamasen province last Friday morning, resulting in the killing of 
over 110 Ethiopian soldiers and the wounding of “a large" number. The Ethiopian forces 
also suffered “heavy" losses in equipment. 


The statement adds that the Ethiopian Air Force took part in the battle which began when 
the Ethiopian forces tried to enter the area. 


The statement also says that the rebels who have been fighting for Eritrean independence 
from Ethiopian domination attacked on the same day an Ethiopian Army barrack at (Adi 
Chreno). A fierce battle raged during which they killed 50 soldiers and injured a large 
number of others. They also seized important military equipment. 

The statement does not mention anything about the rebels’ casualties but says that "as a 
result of the defeats suffered by it, the enemy as usual embarked on a campaign of exe- 
cutions. The enemy assassinated 35 Eritrean workers, who were working in a prison in 
Asmara. The statement adds that “the Ethiopian forces continue to face attacks and that 
the initiative is now in the hands of the Eritrean revolution." 


ORCANIZATION CALLS FOR CURBS ON GAS USAGE 
LD281628 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in English 1015 GMT 28 Dec 79 LD/EA 


[Text] The National Revolutionary Development Campaign and Central Planning Supreme 

Council has called for consumption curbs and economic usage of petroleum in all under- 
takings. In a statement issued yesterday, the council said the sudden and soaring price 

of petroleum, which has created a serious crisis in many petroleum-importing developing 
countries, is also a major concern of Ethiopia presently engaged in a nationwide economic 
development campaign. The council stated that the drastic price hike of petroleum has 
brought about a severe negative effect on developing countries like Ethiopia which do not 
have any compensatory means to offset foreign currency drainage. It disclosed that Ethiopia 
has spent 372 million birr to import oil this year. 


KENYA 
COMMENTARY STRESSES NEED FOR GOODWILL BY ZIMBABWE FORCES 
LD282228 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 28 Dec 79 LD/EA 
[Station commentary] 
[Text] After 13 weeks of protracted and tough negotiations, the three parties involved 
in the Lancaster House conference over the independence of Zimbabwe have finally reached 


and signed an agreement that will hopefully bring peaceful majority rule to the breakaway 
British colony of Rhodesia. 
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Among the many points are two very crucial issues: One, that the ceasefire and cessation 
of all hostilities be effected by the first week of January 1980. The second point is 
that the election campaign will be organized culminating in elections in late February. 


More than anything else, it is the implementation of these two issues that will dete mine 
whether the required result will be achieved--that is, the peaceful creation of a free 
and democratic Zimbabwe. 


In many ways, the agreement is tenuous and can only succeed because all the thre, parties 
involved want it to succeed. 


The Rhodesian forces and the freedom fighters led by Joshua Nkomo and Robert Mugabe must 
disengage and reassemble at points allocated to them. Neither the Rhodesian troops nor 
the freedom fighters will be disarmed, and it will require oniy the slightest provocation 
or violation of the ceasefire for a war to flare up again. Should this happen, the 1,200 
men Commonwealth monitoring force drawn from Britain, Kenya, Australia, New Zealand and 
Fiji, will find it difficult to make the cease-fire effective. After all, the force is 
only armed for self-defense. 


Accordingly, a lot will depend on the ability and the will of the fighters from either 
side to resist from provoking the other and to respect the cease-fire agreement. 


The people of Zimbabwe expect the different parties to be treated fairly during the elec- 
tion campaign and during the polling day. This will depend how well the British governor, 
Lord Soames, can insure that the elections are fair. Fair elections will make it possible 
for the winning party to command the respect of the other parties in leading an indepen- 
dent Zimbabwe. 


The different parties of freedom fighters who having been waging a war of liberation 
themselves hold different opinions about the future leadership of the country, and in 
ways, a variety of ideological persuasions. Accordingly, they have been receiving atten- 
tion from a number of sources who are desirous of maintaining an influence in an inde- 
pendent Zimbabwe. 


If these outside forces should at this time press their interests too hard, they could 
be responsible for a complete failure of the total agreement and the resumption of the 
war. 


For the benefit of peace in Zimbabwe and, by implication, elsewhere in the world, inter- 
ference in the process of ushering in a free democratic Zimbabwe should be avoided. 


The 7-year war of liberation has been bitter to many people in Zimbabwe. In its very 7 
years it has left more than 20,000 people dead and more than 1 million displaced. It 
will be in the interest of every party involved to make the agreement a success. 


That is the way it is. 
TANZANIA 
PRESIDENT NYERERE WARNS 1980 WILL BE DIFFICULT 
LD292119 Dar es Salaam in English to East Africa 1800 GMT 29 Dec 79 LD/EA 


[Excerpt] President Nyerere has warned that the coming year would be difficult and try- 
ing for Tanzanians. Closing the 2-day extraordinary party national conference in Dar es 
Salaam this evening, Mwalimu said the reasons for the situation are obvious and called 
for all Tanzanians to be ready to face the situation. Mwalimu urged cooperation from 
all quarters and said the leadership, at the headquarters, would try all it can to make 
things better. 
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BURUNDI 
PRESIDENT BAGAZA DISCUSSES RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE 
AB281734 Lagos International Service in Englis: 1630 GMT 28 Dec 79 AB 
[Text] Burundi is to return to civil rule. This indication was given by President Jean- 
Baptiste Bagaza at the current congress of the Ruling Union for National Progress in 
Bujumbura. It is the party's first conference in its 20 years of existence. Colonel 
Bagaza took over government in a bloodless coup in November 1976. 
The meeting has set up a commission to draft a constitution for the country, which has 
remained without one in the last 3 years. It has also approved the expulsion of certain 
government's missionaries from the country earlier this year. They were accused of inter- 
fering in Burundian political affairs. A central committee is expected to be appointed to 
replace the present Supreme Revolutionary Council. 

CAMEROON 
AHIDJO CALLS ON WORLD ORGANIZATIONS TO INsURE PEACE 


AB301440 Yaounde Internationsl Service in English 1400 GMT 30 Dec 79 AB 


[Text] President Ahmadou Ahidjo has said that the world is faced with growing intolerance, 


violence and death. The president made the declaration in Yaounde yesterday while accept- 
ing end of year wishes from the diplomatic corps. President Ahidjo called on states and 
international organizations to insure that the new year brings to people the precious 

gift of peace in the world. 


Earlier, the dean of the diplomatic corps in Cameroon, Morocco's ambassador, praised 
President Ahidjo's leadership qualities and his efforts fwr peace in Africa. 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
DACKO DECLARES LIBYAN DIPLOMATS ‘UNDESIRABLE’ 
AB301255 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1125 GMT 30 Dec 79 AB 
[Text] Bangui, 30 Dec (AZAP)--In a radio broadcast Saturday on the occasion of the tradi- 
tional presentation of year-end wishes, President David Dacko announced that the Libyan 
ambassador in the Ceatral African Republic, Bashir Salih Bashir and many of his officials 
have been declared undesirable in the republic. President Dacko did not, however, specify 


the number of Libyan diplomats affected by this measure. 


Officials at the Libyan Embassy in Bangui have refused to make any comment be‘ore Sunday, 
but have indicated that Mr Bashir Salih Bashir has been in Tripoli since last Friday. 


In his address, the head of state of the Central African Republic gave some strong hints 
about some powers eager to exercises hegemony and whose only objective, he said, is the 
destablization of our country and region. 
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GHANA 
PRESIDENT LIMANN ANNOUNCES REVIEW OF TAX SYSTEM 
AB300716 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 30 Dec 79 AB 


[Excerpt] A review of the country's taxation system has begun. This was stated by the 
president, Dr Limann, at a PNP [People's National Party] rally at Sohun yesterday. He 
said the exercise is aimed at casting the net wider to insure that those who evade tax 
pay their share, while those who pay more get tax relief. The government, the president 
said, wants the private enterprise to succeed, but if drivers do not cooperate in main- 
taining the approved lorry fares, he will give in to public demand and nationalize public 


transport. Dr Limann repeated that the government knows its priorities and will make sure 


that various abandoned projects are rehabilitated. He declered that with the support of 
the people, his gcverament will, within 2 years, be able to do more than what the people 
expect of it at present. Dr Limann pledged that within that period, the couniry can 


recover her economy and rehabilitate all that has been destro,ed within the past 13 years. 


However, he said, this could only be achieved if all Ghanaians take their responsibili- 
ties sésiously. 


He emphasized that he will discipline himself and discipline all others to save the coun- 
try. President Limann said this is not the time to play politics and that he will not 
play politics with any development project, as done by past governments. He promised the 
people of the eastern region that their bauxite deposits sre of national importance, and 
his government will seek financial help to make it a reali'y. 


On the recent increase in the price of fuel, the president said the prices are the pro- 
duction cost and not even a pesewa is going for revenue. He explained that those who 
manage to buy expensive cars must be able to pay for the cost of fuel. The ordinary man, 
he said, will no more subsidize fuel for the few to enjoy. 


MINISTER PRESENTS BUDGET PROPOSALS TO PARLIAMENT 
AB272015 Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 21 Dec 79 p 1 AB 


[Excerpts] The government proposes to spend 2.931 billion cedis on recurrent expenditure 
for the 1979-80 fiscal year. It also proposes to spend 900 million cedis on development 
projects within the next months. 


Announcing these in budget proposals for parliamentary approval yesterday Dr Amon Nikoi, 
minister of finance and economic planning, cautioned that if the tax collection system 
was not strengthened, the budget would be in deficit to the tune of 1.5 billion cedis. 


The minister announced that the government intended to fund the budget proposals from 
four main sources: social security fund, 210 million cedis; private sector, 150 million 
cedis; sectors outside the banking system, 360 million cedis; and the banking system, 
558 million cedis. 


On manpower planning and employment policy, Dr Nikoi repeated the government's commitment 
to full manpower employment. 


He announced government's intention to undertake nation-wide registration of the employed 
next year to enable it to plan towards the unemployment problems. 


On the export of cocoa and timber, Dr Nikoi deplored the declining trend over the years 
and gave the assurance that government intend to provide the necessary inputs for those 
sectors of the economy. Government, he said, would concentrate on agricultural exten- 
tion stations, storage facilities and feeder roads. 
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Detail. Debt Situation 


AB272018 Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in Enplish 21 Dec 79 p 1 AB 





[Excerpt] Ghana's external debts, to date, total 1.3 billion U.S. dollars (3.6 billion 
ceids), Dr Amon Nikoi, minister of finance and economic planning, revealed yesterday in 
the 1979-80 budget proposals submitted to Parliament for approval. The internal debts 
amount to 6.1 billion cedis. 


Of the 1.3 billion dollar external debts, 36 million dollars represent medium-term loans, 
while 539 million dollars reflect loans obtained through bilateral agreements. 


In the case of internal debts, 3.7 billion cedis is owed to the Bank of Ghana; 822 million 
cedis owed to commercial banks; 155 million cedis in securities; 837 million cedis to the 
social security and national insurance trust, and the remaining 610 million cedis to the 
private sector. 


Dr Nikoi attributed the run-up in the country's debt position to the sluggish economic 
growth which, he said, had been characterized by decline in all sectors over the years. 
Moreover, he voted, the ever-increasing government expenditure, coupled with diminishing 
returns, accounted, to a large extent, for the country's staggering debts. 


“The fact is that Ghanaians have for years not been paying their fair share of taxation," 
the minister observed, and said the large number of self-employed people who, in the past, 
succeeded in dodging taxation would now be caught in the net as well. 


He made it clear that the situation where the markets were flooded with goods like 
macherel while foreign exchange earning sectors like the cocoa, timber, agriculture and 
mining industries were not given the due attention would no longer be encouraged. Hence- 
forth, he said, priority would be given to areas that keep the economy moving. 


The budget, Dr Nikoi pointed out, could only be balanced if the economy was seen to be 
growing. To ensure this called for sacrifices on the part of Ghanaians. 


On Economic R ecovery 
AB281602 Accra Domestic Service in English 1400 GMT 28 Dec 79 AB 


[Text] The minister of finance and economic planning, Dr Amon Nikoi, declared today that 
the prospects for Ghana's econcemic recovery are not bad and that if the right steps are 
taken to redirect the economy it could be rehabilitated. He said some of the steps may 
not be palatable at the start, but failure to adopt such measures will amount to Ghanaians 
refusing to accept realities. 


Dr Amon Nikoi was delivering the keynote address at the formal opening of the 3lst annual 
new year school at Legon. The theme for his address was prospects for Ghana's economic 
recovery. The minister said it would be wrong to think that the nation's problems could 
be solved by outside assistance alone since the present inflation and economic recession 
are worldwide prublems. He said the accumulated mistakes of the past have brought the 
nation where it is. It is, therefore, necessary to try and shake up the whole structural 
base of the nation. 


Dr Amon Nikoi said this is the basis for the present budget. On the contention that the 
budget is too harsh for the common man, the minister said for far too long, certain 
categories of people had not been making their equitable contributions to national growth. 
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It has, therefore, become imperative to distribute the economic burden. This, he stressed, 
should not be viewed as over burdening the ordinary man, but it is to promote active par- 
ticipation of ali the society. 


To those who say the government does not impose enough discipline on itself and has done 
nothing to reduce expenditure, the minister said this is precisely what the presen bud- 
get seeks to achieve. He stressed that when a government has been committed to excessive 
spending for more than 7 years, what needs to be done is to cut down budget deficits. 


Dr Amon Nikoi blamed much of the nation's slow economic growth on the sluggish growth of 
the export sector of the economy. With most of the country's major exports declining 
over the years, it would be improper to keep importing mere consumer items instezd of try- 
ing to revive export activities. On the cocra industry, he called for improvement in the 
provision of inputs to the farmer and measures to discourage the youth from leaving the 
farms instead of staying to take over from the aging farmers. Other export sectors, such 
as gold mining and timber industry, should be improvea upon instead of using all the 
resources to import consumer items. 


The minister declared that no amount of criticism will help. Ghanaians must Jearn to 
change their tastes and values, just as the government must impose strict discipline and 
be accountable in its spending. Dr Amon Nikoi however advised Ghanaians not to lose hope 
since the government is committed to national reconstruction. 


MINISTER CITES EFFORTS TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT 
AB291245 Accra Domestic Service in English 1100 GMT 29 Dec 79 AB 


[Excerpt] Last night, the minister of agriculture gave a lecture on the prosvects of 
increasing agricultural output in the country. He said the development of the country's 
economy required continuous growth in the agricultural sector. He said over the past 

5 years food production in the country has been declining and that the rate of population 
growth has outstripped that of food production. The country has therefore been forced to 
import food items to augment its food requirement. Dr Andah attributed this situation to 
a number of factors including inadequate supply of input, shifting of labor, ineffective 
land tenure system and inadequate storage facilities. 


Dr Andah said agricultural output could be increased if these bottlenecks are removed. 
He said the Ministry of Agriculture is determined to increase food production and every 
effort would be made to achieve this goal. He said his ministry is working on plans to 
help improve upon the present level of crop production and the mechanization of large 
scale farming and the stepping up of irrigation facilities to lessen the reliance on the 
weather for agricultural productivity. Dr Andah said the ministry has embarked on a 
crash program to find out the number of agricultural machinery lying idle for want of 
spare parts with a view to rehabilitating them. Also effective credit facilities will 
be extended to farmers to insure that they could give of their best in the interest of 
the country's agricultural development. Dr Andah said plans are well in hand to complete 
all ongoing irrigation projects and provide pumps to harness the country's rivers and 
lakes to serve the best interest of agriculture. 


He said as a result of plans laid on by his ministry, hectares of land will be put under 
cultivation to insure adequate food production for the people. He said the working con- 
ditions of agricultural experts and extension officers will be improved to check their 
drift to other fields of endeavor. Also ade~uate storage facilities will be provided to 
forestall the situation whereby food items, notably grain, go bad before they get to the 
consumer. Dr Andah added that efforts will be made to check the drift of labor from the 
rural to the urban centers and attract the unemployed to the rural areas where they 
could take an agricultural pursuits. 
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RADIO REPORTS VIGILANTE GROUPS BEING REORGANTZED 
AB280750 Accra Domest’ c Service in English 0600) GMT 28 Dec 79 AB 


[Text] All vigilante groups in the easterz region have been dissolved with immediate 
effect. This was announced by the regional minister, Mr Amoah, at a news conference at 
Koforidua yesterday. He said the dissolution followed his earlier announcement that the 
groups are being reorganized to make «hem more effective and beneficial to all the people. 
Mr Amoah said sll members of the dissolved groups are at liberty to reapply for membersiip 
of the new vigilante committees which will embrace members of all political parties. He 
said those who wish to be considered for membership of a new committee are being asked to 
apply, giving details of their background and employment. The regional minister said they 
will then be vetted by 4 regional voluntary watch committee under his chairmanship and 
properly briefed on what will be expected of them. Mr Amoah announced that all applica- 
tions for member hip should reach the regional voluntary watch committee by the end of 
this month and that the new regional vigilante committee will be inaugurated on the 4th 

of next month. Ye said the police are being asked to supervise the sale and distribution 
of essential commodities alone until the new committee is formed. He warned that it will 
be an offense for any member of the dissolved committee to pose as a vigilante man and 
asked all such members to surrender their identity cards to the regional watch committee 
immediately. Mr Amoah appealed to all political parties, especially the opposition parties, 
to cooperate in the exercise by encouraging their members to join hands with the govern- 
ment to eliminate malpractices from the society. 


The northern regional minister, Alhaji Haruna, his warned against the existence of illegal 
voluntary groups which act as vigilante groups. He said since Ghana is a free country, 

no one should be subjected to undue harassment and embarrassment. Alhaji Haruna, who was 
speaking to newsmen at Tamale yesterday, made the statement following reports that a group 
of people at Tamais have been harassing innocent citizens. He pointed out that the liberty 
of the individual should not be unduly threatened. For this reason, he said, no person or 
group of persons should take the law into their own hands. The regional minister warned 
that anybody caught will be dealt with according to the laws of the land. He added that 

no vigilante group has yet been formally inaugurated by him. 


SPORTS MINISTER URGES PRC TO BUILD STADIUM 
AB280705 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 28 Dec 79 AB 


[Text] The minister of education, culture and sports, Dr Kwamena Ocran, has expressed the 
hope that relations between Ghana and China will be strengthened under the PNP. [People's 
National Party] administration. This was when the Chinese charge d'affaires, Mr (Dung 
Chulin), called on him yesterday. The minister thanked Mr (Dung) for his part in making 
the tour of the Chinese football club possible. Dr Ocran expressed his appreciation to 
Mr (Dung) for his personal interest in Ghanaian sports. He appealed to the Chinese 
Government to consider building a stadium [few words indistinct] in Ghana as a lasting 
monument of friendship between the two countries. 


Replying, Mr (Dung) said the minister's request will be passed on to the appropriate 
authorities. 
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LIBERIA 
ECONOMIC SANCTIONS ACAIMST RHODESIA LIFTED 
AB281820 Paris AFP in English 1812 GMT 28 Dec 79 AB 


[Text] Monrovia, Dec 28 (AFP)--Liberia today officially lifted all economic sanctions 
against Rhodesia, the Foreign Ministry said here. 


A Foreign Ministry statement said the decision followed the United Nations Security Coun- 
cil decisictr to end sanctions against the British colony and the signing of an all-party 
independence settlement in London last week. 


NIGER 
PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE GIVES INDEPENDENCE DAY ADDRESS 
AB281325 Niamey LE SAHEL in French 19 Dec 79 pp 3, 4 AB 


[Address to the nation by Niger head of state Col Seyni Kountche on the 2lst anniversary 
of the proclamation of the republic] 


[Excerpts] Niger citizens, my dear compatriots: 1958 to 1979, this makes 21 years since 
Niger emerged from the colonial night to enter the era of sovereignty through the procla- 
mation of the republic. The anniversary of the republic gives me the opportunity to 
briefly survey our affairs and to recall certain events and especially those on which I 
intend to shed some light. For example, it seems superfluous for me to mention again 

the important increases in our budget, although this is the best indication of the vital- 
ity and dynamism of our economy. This has been explained in detail by the finance minis- 
ter. Moreover, our membership on the security council of the United Nations is a matter 
of great satisfaction. There is much to be said about this new responsibility facing our 
country. However, I will not dwell on this at the moment. It may perhaps be necessary 
to stress in passing the increasingly important role we will now have to play on the 
international scene. 


Internally, I will talk about the agropastoral sector, the effort of mass education under- 
taken in connection with the creation of the development board and finally our public 
intervention instrument which is the administration. Externally, I will inform you about 
some of the shocks we have felt which came from a world which is becoming more and more 
interested in us, but which is not devoid of ulterior motives. 


My dear compatriots, the only just and humane policy for a developing country is one that 
consists in insuring first of all that at the end of each agricultural season, all the 
citizens have enough to satisfy the elementary needs of life; that is, they must have 
enough water and food. Many foreigners misunderstand us and are astonished that a leader 
and especially a country's head of state should worry about such commonplace problems. 

In Niger, alas, this is our duty because it portrays our realities. 


The tours of the interior of the country undertaken by members of the Supreme Military 
Council and of the government as well as by iccal authorities and myself before the rainy 
season enabled me to determine the stocks at our disposal and our means of intervention. 
I have noted that our organization functioned satisfactorily throughout the rainy season. 
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No area facing food shortages waited long for relief. The intervertions were rapid and 
effective. Of our seven administrative districts, four fortunately emerged with surplus 


stocks theoretically while the remaining three produced less than the ainimum require- 
ment. Everything being equal, we may hope that the stocks will be evenly spread through 
the normal operations of the sales orgenizations. If not, the OPVN [Nigerien foodstuffs 
office] will intervene. This picture would be incomplete if there is no mention of the 
problems of grazing grounds and water supply. The situation presents < serious problem 
as far as these are concerned. There was not enough grass everywhere to the satisfaction 
of the stock breeders. Specialists believe tha= the shortage will segin to be felt in 
March. This means that we must begin right now to look for complementary food for our 
herds. 


As far as water for human and animal consumption is concerned, a program for the construc- 
tion of 1,000 boreholes will be put into execution within the next few weeks using new 
drilling techniques. We will abandon the usual methods and adopt more rapid ones in order 
to satisfy all our people's needs. 


Fellow citizens, our country’s administration continues to show signs of weakness which 
neither the Supreme Military Council, the government nor I can tolerate. You are aware 

of the government's concern for strict management and of the importance of the adminis- 
trative machinery as the best instrument of intervention in this field. Our administration 
is beginning to catch some dangerous diseases. Apart from friction, hidebound routine, 
lack of initiative, shirking of responsibility, and lack of productivity, we recently 
noticed the appearance of favoritism and corruption, evils which we combated in the past 
and which we thought had been eliminated from the heritage left to us by the former regime. 
We cannot tolerate this situation. 


I know that the administrative services do not always have all they need for the execution 
of their tasks. I also know that all the administration in the world have these diseases 

in the endemic state and that all that is needed to make them come into the open are weak- 
ness and lack of attention. Nothing justifies the emergence of corr: tion and favoritism 

in Niger and especially within our administration, even if these prac ‘ces are rampant and 
almost legitimate in the neighboring countries. 


I also wish to draw the attention of our civil servants and of all our state agents to 
another phenomenon which has also entered the habits of our administration. I mean a 
certain mentalityof self-satisfaction of people who have newly become rich or who pretend 
to be rich and which has resulted in abdication and lack of interes::. It is true that 
Niger's economic prospects make one envisage a bright future for the country. The national 
budget continues to increase every year, thanks partly to the revenues derived from the 
exploitation of our uranium deposits. This is also true. But how could these facts incite 
some people to dream that our country has become an El Dorado and that all Niger citizens 
will become sheikhs with dollars derived from uranium sales? How could anyone delieve 

that it is time to stop work and wait for manna from heaven? This is a sad mentality of 
abdication. There are illusions which quickly turn into tragedy. Together, we will avoid 
these before it is too late. 


Before closing this chapter, I would like to warn you against another evil which has 
affected certain people with serious complexes. I am referring to a certain tendency of 
xenophobia which has unfortunately resulted from a racism of bad taste. In fact, it can 
be observed that relations between our citizens and the foreigners living among us are 
becoming increasingly «trained. This is particularly tree as far as the presence of the 
Europeans--whom we deemed it necessary to invite for the country's economic development-- 
are concerned. 
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Even if we are sure that retaliatory measures will not be taken against us, this situation 
is degrading for our country, whose philosophy is one of tolerance and respect for others. 


As far as external affairs are concerned, our responsibility has greatly increased because 
of our entry into the Security Council. We hope to execute our mandate in the best inter- 
est of Africa, of which we are the spokesman. It is without complex that we will face the 
problems of international peace and security. Our principles are well known and have not 

changed. They are contained in the charters of the OAU and the United Nations. 


At the crossroads of history and our attainment of maturity, it is imperative that we 
should remain what we are by placing all the odds on our side. The weak will have less 
and less room in tomorrow's uncertain world. My message is an appeal to all to be respon- 
sible citizens. 


NIGERIA 
SPECIAL ADVISERS TO PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT SWORN IN 
AB271625 Lagos Domestic Service in English 1500 GMT 27 Dec 79 AB 


[Text] Nine personal advisers were today sworn in in Lagos by the president, Alhaji 
Shehu Shagari. Six of them are to advise the pi: csident in the discharge of his executive 
duties, while the remaining three are ior the vice president. Those for the president 
are (Dr Kingsley Mbabiye) for national assembly liaison; Alhaji Yaya Bukoh, petroleum and 
energy; and professor (Emmanuel Eboyem), economic affairs. Others are (Dr Fuba Okaigbo), 
political affairs; Chief Olu Adebanjo, information; and Chief Theophilus Akinrele, direc- 
tor of budget and special adviser on budget affairs. The special advisers for the vice 
president are Professor Godwin Odenugbe, for political affairs; Dr Joseph Odama, eco- 
nomic affairs; and Dr Olufemi Olaifa, statutory boards. 


In his speech President Shagari said for any piece of advice to be useful, it must be 
given as a wise [word indistinct]. The president added that a good adviser was one who 
(?attended) his suggestion with frankness, honesty and sincerity after examining all 
facts and information at his disposal. Alhaji Shehu told the advisers that they were 
required to show the nation that they were [word indistinct] to the task. 


The tenth special adviser, [name indistinct! [words indistinct], was not present at the 
ceremony. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN OYO STATE DISSOLVED 
AB282205 Lagos Domestic Service in English 1500 GMT 28 Dec 79 AB 


[Text] All the local governments in Oyo state have been dissolved with effect from today. 
The dissolution was announced at a news conference in Ibadan today by the state governor, 
Mr Bola Ige. The governor said henceforth all matters being handled by the councils 
should be directed to the state Ministry of Local Government pending the finalization of 
arrangements to fill the gap created by the defunct third tier of government. 


Mr Ige explained that this was one of the steps being taken by his administration to pump 
fresh blood into local government establishments in the state. He explained that the 
exercise was necessary because the local governments were the closest organs to the peo- 
ple, and their performance is expected to reflect that. 
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ANGOLA 
PRESIDENT SENDS MESSAGE OF SUPPORT TO NKOMO, MUGABE 
LD291652 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Dec 79 LD/EA 


[Text] We are now going to read a message from Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, presi- 
dent of the MPLA Labor Party and of the People's Republic of Angola [PRA] and commander 
in chief of the glorious People's Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola, to the 
coleaders of the Zimbabwe Patriotic Front, Joshua Nkomo and Robert Mugabe: 


On behalf of the Angolan people, the Central Committee of the MPLA Labor Party, the PRA 
Government and on my own behalf, I hereby send our warm and fraternal congratulations to 
the heroic people of Zimbabwe and their revolutionary vanguard, the PF, on their successes 
in the struggle for total and complete independence. 


We have followed with interest and emotion the development of the Zimbabwean people's 
liberation struggle and cou'd see the high degree of patriotism and organization shown 

by the valiant PF fighters under the undisputed leadership of Comrades Joshua Nkomo and 
Robert Mugabe. In the course of the fight for the liberty of their people, they were 
able to overcome all the hurdles and maneuvers of the Smith clique which, with the support 
of the South African racists and international imperialism, (?tried to block) the legiti- 
mate rizht of the Zimbabwean people to pursue their own destiny, (?an ideal of justice, 
liberty, peace and progress). 


The unity shown during the struggle was the greatest success of the PF in its unequal 
fight against Smith and imperialist gangs. This was confirmed on the battlefield, in 

the blood shed by the fighters in defense of the fatherlaid, in international arenas and, 
very recently, during the London talks, which culminated in an agreement representing a 
great victory for the PF. Thus, the frontline states see that the efforts and sacrifices 
they made in their unstinting support for the Zimbabwean people have been compensated. 


The PRA will continue to express its solidarity with the PF, strongly opposing any 
maneuvers aimed at thwarting the implementation of the (?wishes) of the oppressed and 
exploited people of Zimbabwe. The London agreement opens up new prospects of progress 
toward the emancipation of Zimbabwe. The intransigent defense of perfect liberty, in 
accordance with the legitimate aspirations of the Zimbabwean people, requires the unity 
of the fighting forces, a unity already (?embodied) by the PF in the long years of its 
armed struggle. 


We are sure that the maturity shown by the PF will continue with greater vigor during 
this transitional phase and that its unity will constitute the greatest stimulus for the 
mobilization of all the people in the intransigent defense of the principles formulated 
by their revolutionary vanguard led by Joshua Nkomo and Robert Mugabe. This unity will 
also be a valuable contribution to the success in other parts of the world of people's 
struggles for liberty, peace and true human progress. 


The struggle continues. Victory is certain. 

[Signed] Jose Eduardo dos Santos, President of the MPLA Labor Party and of the PRA. 
DEFENSE MINISTER RESIGNS FROM MPLA POLITICAL BUREAU 

LD301630 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 0900 GMT 30 Dec 79 LD/EA 

[Text] The ordinary meeting of the Central Committee of the MPLA Labor Party, which 
began on 27 December, ended early this morning. Following is the text of the final 

communique of the meeting of the Central Committee, which was issued today: 


MPLA Labor Party communique: 


The Central Committee of the MPLA Labor Party met from 27-30 December 1979, under the 
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During the meeting the Central Committee approved the report of the Political Bureau and 
the report of the central control commission of the Central Committee of the MPLA Labor 
Party in accordance with Article 32 of its statutes. 


The Central Committee of the MPLA Labor Party also discussed problems relating to the 
institution of peoples power and plans for the constitution of the People's Assembly in 
1980. In accordance with the decision of the first MPLA congress, the Central Committee 
also decided to convene an extraordinary congress MPLA Labor Party, to be held in December 
1980. 


The Central Committee also revised the rules which govern its internal affairs. Accordingly, 
it approved an amendment to Article 28 of its statutes. 


The Central Committee discussed the strengthening of ideological unity within the party. 
As a result, it hailed the political maturity which prevailed during the analysis of the 
questions on the agenda of the meeting. 


The Central Committee also agreed that Comrade Henrique Teles Carreira [Angolan Defense 
Minister] should go abroad to undertake professional training. Accordingly, the Central 
Committee accepted his resignation as a member of the Political Bureau. 


Finally, the Central Committee elected Comrade Col Juliao Mateus Paulo Dino Matroce and 
Cmdr Francisco Magalhaes Paiva (Mvunda) as full and candidate members of the Central 
Committee respectively. 


A luta continua. Victory is certain. Luanda,30 December of the cadre training year. 
[Signed] Central Committee of the MPLA Labor Party. 
MOZAMBIQUE 
PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER RETURNS FROM CUBA 
LD292112 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 29 Dec 79 LD/EA 


[Text] The minister of public works and housing, Joao Batista Cosme, has just returned 
to Maputo from Cuba. In Havana, Minister Batista Cosme took part in the second session 
of the Mozambique-Cuban joint commission. At the meeting the two sides signed a protocol 
on cooperation in the fields of agriculture, sugar production, education, transport and 
communications, statistics, planning and construction. The cooperation protocol will be 
implemented in 1980. 


RHODESIA 
MUGABE URGES ZANLA FORCES TO OBSERVE CEASE-FIRE 
LD291122 Maputo Voice of Zimbabwe in English to Southern Africa 1800 GMT 28 Dec 79 LD/CA 


[Text] The president of the Zimbabwe African National Union, ZANU, and commander in chief 
of the Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army, ZANLA, Comrade Robert Mugabe, has called 
on the ZANLA forces to observe the cease-fire. Here is the full text of the presidential 
message. 


[Begin Mugabe recording] Revolutionary greetings to all our ZANLA forces. Revolutionary 
greetings to all our ZANLA forces. Revo.utionary greetings to all our ZANLA supporters. 
Revolutionary greetings to the broad masses of Zimbabwe. 


I wish once again to speak to you on our full commitment to the election. Your party, 
ZANU, has agreed to participate in the election. As part of the agreement we must, there- 
fore, help to create conditions which will enable the election to be held and the vast 
masses of our people freely to vote. It is imperiative, therefore, that we observe the 
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By midnight tonight, 28 December, all the Rhodesian forces should have moved into their 
barracks. 


This they must do and do first so that you can move to gathering points in accordance with 
instructions from your commanders. Because the Rhodesian forces will, according to the 
agreement, move into their barracks today you are expected to observe the cease-fire from 
midnight today. 


I command you, therefore, to do so and to avoid firing at the aircraft carrying the monitor- 
ing team. The team is drawn from Britain and four other Commonwealth countries. Its duty 
is to work with your commanders and the commanders of the Rhodesian forces so as to ensure 
the observance of the cease-fire. You should be able to recognize the aircraft they use be- 
cause the planes have distinct white marks which are white crosses. Do not fire at these 
pIunes. 


Your commanders have by now given many of you, I am sure, instructions as to how and where 
you will be required to move. Obey their instructions and no one else's. Once again I wish 
to emphasize that you should, as you observe the cease-fire, never abandon your arms-~never, 
never. They remain the surest guarantors of our revolution. The present process is merely 
a new stage in our revolution. We should use the present political stage of our national 
struggle to our advantage, so that we can complement the armed struggle we have been waging 
by preventing reactionary forces from seizing political power. We should seize that power 
ourselves-~yourselves--through the election, so that the elections combine with our armed 
struggle to produce social victory. 


I wish to inform you that we have now received the body of Dear Comrade Tongo [Josiah 
Tongogara], our beloved secretary for defense who died on Wednesday morning at Massinga in 

a car accident. Comrade Josiah (Tendamirayi), our deputy national commissar, army com- 
missar, who was with him, but was traveling in a different car, brought the body this 
morning. He also described to us the manner in which the tragic accident occurred. We are 
now making arrangements for a funeral ceremony here, but we hope we shall carry his body home 
for a hero's burial when this becomes possible in future. 


Pamberi ne ZANU. Pamberi ne ZANLA forces. Pamberi ne Chimurenga. A luta continua. 
[end recording] 


That was Comrade Robert Mugabe, the president of the Zimbabwe African National Union, ZANU, 
and commander in chief of the Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army, ZANLA, calling on 
the ZANLA forces to observe the cease-fire. The message will be broadcast hourly until mid- 
night. 


RADIO REPORTS COMMUNIQUE ON CEASE-FIRE VIOLATIONS 
LD302141 Johannesburg International Service in English 2100 GMT 30 Dec 79 LD 


[Text] A communique by the military high command in Salisbury said there had been a series 
of attacks, landmine explosions and robberies carried out by ZANLA [Zimbabwe African National 
Liberation Army] and ZIPRA [Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army] in violation of the cease- 
fire which came into operation on Friday at midnight. The communique reported seven attacks 
on farm homesteads and farm compounds housing black workers in the past 24 hours. It said 
that since the first phase of the cease-fire came into effect on 21 December, 96 people had 
been killed in Rhodesia. 


LORD SOAMES COMMUTES DEATH SENTENCES ON AFRICANS 
LD302237 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 2058 GMT 30 Dec 79 LD 


[Excerpt] Lord Soames, new governor of Rhodesia, has commuted death sentences on 11 Africans. 
He sent news of the reprieves in a telegram tonight to Mr Frank Judd, former labour minister at 
the Foreign Office and now assistant director of the international defence and aid fund for 
southern Africa. Lord Soames also said the martial law courts set up under the rebel regime 
were no longer in operation. Steps were being taken to release as many as possible of the 
country's detainees and political prisoners. 
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